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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Jewish Genealogy Enthusiasts 

The IAJGS board decided not to have a conference this 
year. There will be a virtual conference scheduled for 
2027. The official memo says:  

The IAJGS board decided to move the virtual conference from 
October 2026 to April 4-6, 2027, and to move the in-person 
conference to 2028. Rushing a virtual conference in October 
2026 and then attempting an in-person conference quickly after 
in 2027 would risk the success of either of them. The timing is 
too tight, the volunteer overlap too significant, and the 
fundraising groundwork simply has not been laid. In addition, 
conference costs have risen 25 to 38% since COVID, driven by 
inflation, labor shortages, and supply chain disruptions. The big 
line items (i.e. venue, catering, and AV) have surged 18 to 25% 
since 2022 alone. This decision gives us the time to fundraise 
properly, plan thoughtfully, recruit and support volunteers 
without burning them out, and deliver conferences we can all 
be proud of. 

The full announcement can be accessed 
here:  https://www.iajgs.org/an-important-update-on-
the-future-of-conferences-and-why-were-excited-
about-it/.
We have scheduled our upcoming meeting dates. As 
always, you will get the movie or Zoom link prior to the 
meeting. 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, continued: 

Our next JGSCV presentations include:  

• July 19 at 1:00 PM - Zoom Meeting: "Family Search's Cutting 
Edge Artificial Intelligence Technology" with Todd Knowles. This 
talk will be most informative on the major enhancement to 
your genealogy research – Artificial Intelligence.

• August 16 at 1:00 PM - Zoom Meeting: "It's What They 
Answered To: Understanding Ashkenazic Jewish Names", Emily 
Garber. She will work through the challenges of understanding 
the contexts and origins of Ashkenazic Jewish names as the 
result of a complex amalgam of family, business, social, 
government and religious influences.

• September – No meeting scheduled. We will take our annual 
meeting break in September since there is no IAJGS conference 
this year. This also prevents any scheduling conflict for people 
celebrating Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkoth.

In June, we hosted an on-demand screening of “A Shabbat on the 
Other Side of the River.” The film was about the Jews of the Amazon, 
present in the region for more than two centuries. We learned how 
these Jews keep alive the practices and traditions of their ancestors, 
even far from the main centers of Judaism. Whereas US history 
chronicles many early Jewish settlers who went from itinerant 
peddlers to small business owners to founders of department stores, 
that was far more difficult to achieve in the Amazon. Customers were 
scattered along the river and travel was treacherous. Practices like 
arranging a bris were likewise affected by the remote living locations 
of the Amazon Jews. The film was mostly in Portuguese with English 
subtitles. 

We have not yet scheduled our October and November meetings. We 
plan to have a live meeting and Chanukah party in December. Please 
check our website for the latest information about our meetings.  

Once again, I ask you to submit ideas for future JGSCV presentations. 
Would you like a presentation from a commercial DNA or software 
company or a hands-on research experience?  

Please send any comments about past meetings or suggestions for 
future meetings to me at president@jgscv.org  

Am Yisrael Chai. 

Issie Perel, JGSCV President 
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The Jewish Genealogical Society of Conejo Valley & Ventura County 
www.jgscv.org 

welcomes 

Todd Knowles
Deputy Chief Genealogy Officer for FamilySearch 
Creator of the Knowles Collection 
(knowlescollection.blogspot.com)

Family Search's Cutting 
Edge Artificial Intelligence 
Technology 
Sunday, July 19,2026  1 pm PDT on ZOOM 
Todd Knowles will dive into FamilySearch's powerful new AI Full-Text Search
feature- and show you exactly how to use it to uncover records you never knew 
existed. 

“This NEW AI-Powered Full-Text Search is a genealogy 
game changer.” 

Whether you're a beginner or a seasoned family historian, this tool helps break 
through brick walls by searching the entire contents of historical documents. 
FamilySearch AI can read through millions of scanned documents. AI reads every 
word, every scribble, even if your ancestor's name was not included in the official 
index! Todd will show us how to discover hidden family connections, mentions in 
court records, names tucked into wills, land deeds and even handwritten items. 
About Todd Knowles 

W. Todd Knowles serves as a Deputy Chief Genealogical Officer at FamilySearch,
for the last 23 years. After being introduced to family history at the age of 11, he 
discovered his Jewish roots. 
The journey to find these Polish Jews has led to the creation of the Knowles 
Collection (knowlescollection.blogspot.com), six databases that now contain the 
genealogical records of almost 1.5 million people. Todd is former President of the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Utah. 

Zoom link will be sent by email to our members the week of the event. 
Become a member: improve your family research, access expert advice and ideas, 
meet your peers and eat some cookies (live meetings only).    www.jgscv.org 
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The Jewish Genealogical Society of Conejo Valley & Ventura County 
www.jgscv.org 

presents 

It’s What They Answered To: 
Understanding Ashkenazic Jewish Names 

with Emily7Garber 
Emily H. Garber is an anthropological archaeologist by 
training (B.A. and M.A) and has been researching her family 
history since 2007. She holds a certificate from Boston 
University's Genealogical Research program and owns Extra 
Yad Genealogical Services.  Emily serves as chair of the 
Phoenix Jewish Genealogy Group, is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Arizona Jewish Historical Society, and Vice 
President of IAJGS. She has written books and articles on 
genealogical research that have appeared in Avotaynu and 
NGS Magazine. Emily blogs at https://extrayad.blogspot.com/

The presentation will provide basic clues for a researcher to recognize the same person recorded 
under a variety of names. The name changes, both in adopted countries and in the old world, 
make determining Ashkenazic (central and eastern European) Jewish names a genealogical 
puzzle. We will work through the challenges of understanding the contexts and origins of 
Ashkenazic Jewish names as the result of a complex amalgam of family, business, social, 
government and religious influences, 

Most Jewish people adopted permanent family surnames fairly late in eastern European history 
when they were required to do so by the government. After emigrating to a new country with a 
language, many adopted new forenames and last names.

 
Become&a&member.&Hone&your&skills,&get&answers,&share. 

Visit&www.jgscv.org 

“Finding&these&people&in&the&new&world&&&the&old&is&dependent&upon&
understanding&the&clues&that&come&from&a&variety&of&records.” 

Sunday, August 16, 2026  -  1PM PDT on ZOOM
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This Sunday, July 12: “All About Jewish Galicia and Gesher Galicia” 
Presented by the Australian Jewish Historical Society and featuring speaker Steven Turner. 
Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm / Online via Zoom  
https://ajhs.com.au/event-calendar/#!event/2026/7/12/all-about-jewish-galicia-and-gesher-galicia 

New Lehrhaus 
California's open institute for world-class learning in Jewish languages, history, and thought, led by distinguished faculty. Upcoming 
programs include “The Musical Legacy of Iranian Jews”, “The Jews of Kurdistan: History, Culture, and Language.” Browse the catalog: 
https://newlehrhaus.org/learn-with-us 

Jews Around the Globe: India’s Bene Israel Jews 
The oldest and largest of the three Jewish communities in India. 
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-bene-israel/ 

American Jewish Historical Society:  
Podcast - “All We Have Standing Between Us” 
This podcast tells stories straight from the archives and represented in the Society’s new exhibit. It is an exploration of the history of 
the United States, told through the lives of the American Jews who not just lived through it, but helped shape it. Hosted by AJHS 
Executive Director Gemma R. Birnbaum and told in bi-monthly installments through Sept 2026. (See the exhibit in New York through 
Dec 2026.) 
https://ajhs.org/democracy/ 

70 Faces Media 
Classes. Lectures. 
Expert-led classes on Jewish history, culture, language, and more. Attend live or watch on demand. 
https://70facesmedia.org/our-programs/ 

YIVO Institute for Jewish Research 
PHOTO ARCHIVES 
There are roughly 250,000 photos in YIVO’s photographic collections making it one of the most significant in the world. Find ordinary 
family photos as well as the work of acclaimed photographers. The images span many different topics and time periods relating to 
Jewish history and culture around the world, but are particularly notable in the following four subject areas: Jewish life in Eastern 
Europe; American Jewish immigration history; Yiddish theater; and the Holocaust.  
https://yivo.org/Photographs 

Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience (MSJE): 
Sit-a-Spell Lecture Series (July 23-Aug 6) 
- Southern Jews and Comedy
- "Xueta Island" Filmmaker Talk about Jewish conversos during the Spanish inquisition in Mallorca
- Jewish Mayors in the Post-Civil War South
https://www.msje.org/public-programs/sit-a-spell-summer-lecture-series
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The First Salute:  
How Caribbean Jews Helped Shape the American Revolution 

by Diane Goldin, Editor  
with assistance from ChatGPT, an AI language model developed by OpenAI  

Based on the May 2026 lecture given by 
The Weitzman National Museum of American Jewish History 

In the popular imagination, the story of the 
American Revolution unfolds in familiar places: 
Boston, Philadelphia, Lexington, Yorktown. The 
story is populated with founding fathers, 
Continental soldiers, and debates over liberty 
echoing through colonial assembly halls. 

But a remarkable exhibition at the Weitzman 
National Museum 
of American 
Jewish History 
argues that the 
founding of the 
United States 
cannot truly be 
understood 
without looking 
far beyond the 
thirteen colonies 
— to the 
Caribbean, to 
Amsterdam, to 
Atlantic trade 
routes, and to 
Jewish merchant 
families whose 
global networks 
quietly helped 
sustain the Revolution itself. 

The exhibition, The First Salute, tells the story of 
the tiny Dutch Caribbean island of St. Eustatius 
and the Jewish merchants who played an outsized 
role in America’s fight for independence. Through 
artifacts, multimedia storytelling, animated 
historical portraits, and newly uncovered 
scholarship, the exhibition reframes the 
Revolution not as an isolated colonial uprising, 

but as a deeply international story shaped by 
migration, commerce, religion, slavery, and 
global politics. 

At the heart of the exhibition is a dramatic 
moment that occurred on November 16, 1776. 
An American ship, the Andrew Doria, sailed into 
the harbor of St. Eustatius flying the new 

American flag and 
carrying a copy of 
the Declaration of 
Independence. 
The ship fired a 
thirteen-gun 
salute honoring 
the thirteen 
colonies. The 
Dutch governor 
responded with 
cannon fire of his 
own. 

Known as “The 
First Salute”, that 
exchange is 
widely regarded 
as the first formal 
foreign 
recognition of the 

United States of America. Yet the exhibition insists 
that the salute itself is only the beginning of the 
story. 

A Tiny Island with Global Importance 

Today, St. Eustatius isn’t well known outside 
Caribbean history circles. But in the eighteenth 
century, it was one of the most important trading 
hubs in the Atlantic world. 

Painting by Phillips Melville, depicting Continental Brig Andrew Doria receiving a salute 
from the Dutch fort at St. Eustatius, West Indies, 16 November 1776. 
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Professor Laura Arnold Leibman, a leading 
scholar of early American Jewish history and one 
of the exhibition’s advisors, explains that modern 
audiences often misunderstand how central the 
Caribbean once was to global commerce. Prior to 
1825, the largest Jewish communities in the 
Americas were not in New York or Philadelphia, 
but in Caribbean ports like Curaçao, Suriname, 
and St. Eustatius.  

The island became a bustling center of 
international trade where sugar, textiles, rum, 
weapons, and manufactured goods flowed 
between Europe, Africa, South America, and 
North America. For the American revolutionaries 
— isolated, underfunded, and desperately short 
on supplies — St. Eustatius became indispensable. 

The island supplied: 

• gunpowder
• ammunition
• food
• cloth
• shoes
• and other necessities critical to sustaining

the Continental Army

As Leibman noted, revolutions are not won on 
ideals alone. Armies require logistics. They 
require trade. They require networks.  

The Jewish Merchant Networks 

One of the exhibition’s central arguments is that 
Jewish merchants played a disproportionately 
important role in maintaining those networks. 

Jews, who had long been excluded from 
professions in Europe, entered international 
commerce instead. Over generations, Sephardic 
Jewish families built sophisticated transatlantic 
trading systems connecting Amsterdam, the 
Caribbean, and North America. Marriage 
alliances between merchant families strengthened 
those commercial ties. 

These preexisting networks allowed Jewish 
merchants to move goods quickly and discreetly 
once the Revolution began.  

The exhibition carefully avoids reducing Jewish 
contributions to simple financial support. Dan 
Tadmor, president and CEO of the museum, notes 
that public memory often reduces Jewish 

involvement in the Revolution to the familiar 
figure of Haym Salomon, the famed financier. 

But The First Salute expands the story. Jews not 
only financed and provisioned the war, they 
fought in it. They brokered loans, shipped 
weapons, organized trade, and served in militias 
and Washington’s army.  

The exhibition presents Jewish participation as 
woven directly into the fabric of the 
Revolutionary struggle itself. 

Sephardic Jews and the Atlantic World 

Much of the Jewish population involved in these 
networks were Sephardic Jews — descendants of 
Jews expelled from Spain and Portugal or forced 
to convert during the Inquisition.  

Many eventually settled in Amsterdam, where 
Dutch religious tolerance allowed Jews to worship 
openly. From there, Jewish merchants spread 
outward into Dutch colonial territories across the 
Caribbean. 

Amsterdam remained the spiritual and 
commercial hub of this Jewish Atlantic world. 
Even ritual objects for Caribbean synagogues 
were often produced there and shipped overseas. 
One such object featured prominently in the 
exhibition: a Hanukkah lamp manufactured in 
Amsterdam in 1761 and sent to the synagogue of 
St. Eustatius.  

These objects illustrate how deeply interconnected 
the Jewish diaspora had become by the eve of the 
American Revolution. 

A More Complicated Jewish Story 

One of the exhibition’s most striking 
achievements is its refusal to present early 
American Jewish history as simple or monolithic. 

The speakers repeatedly emphasize the diversity 
within Jewish communities: 

• rich and poor
• Patriot and loyalist
• light-skinned and dark-skinned
• immigrant and native-born
• enslaved and free

Among the most compelling stories is that of 
Sarah Rodriguez Brandon and Isaac Lopez 
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Brandon, siblings born enslaved in Barbados to a 
Jewish father and an enslaved African mother. 
After being freed and educated, they eventually 
became prominent members of New York Jewish 
society.  

Sarah’s transformation, from enslaved Black 
Christian child to elite member of New York’s 
Jewish community, becomes one of the 
exhibition’s clearest illustrations of the complexity 
of race, identity, and belonging in the Atlantic 
world. 

At the same time, the exhibition does not shy 
away from the moral realities of Caribbean 
commerce. The economy of the islands was 
inseparable from slavery. Like many others in the 
Atlantic world, Jewish merchants were entangled 
in slave economies. Some owned enslaved people. 
Some profited from trade tied to plantation 
systems. Others themselves emerged from 
histories of enslavement and displacement. 

Artifacts such as slave shackles and blue trade 
beads used by enslaved people remind visitors 
that the story of liberty and revolution existed 
alongside systems of human bondage.  

Admiral Rodney and the Destruction of St. 
Eustatius 

The British understood exactly how dangerous St. 
Eustatius had become to their war effort. 

In 1781, British Admiral George Rodney invaded 
the island, calling it “this nest of vipers” and 
blaming it for sustaining the American rebellion. 

Rodney seized merchant goods, confiscated 
property, rounded up Jews, and effectively 
destroyed the island’s Jewish community. The 
speakers characterize his actions as deeply 
antisemitic, noting that even British statesman 
Edmund Burke later condemned Rodney’s 
treatment of the Jews in Parliament.  

Ironically, Rodney’s obsession with plundering St. 
Eustatius may have altered the course of the war 
itself. While distracted in the Caribbean, he failed 
to intercept the French fleet supporting the 
American forces at Yorktown — a turning point 
that helped secure American independence.  

The Promise of America 

Beneath the historical detail, The First Salute 
ultimately asks a larger question: Why did so 
many Jews place hope in the American 
experiment? 

For centuries, Jews had lived as outsiders: 
vulnerable to expulsion, persecution, and legal 
restriction. America represented something 
radically different: the possibility of religious 
liberty and civic participation. 

Jewish soldiers served alongside Christians in 
Washington’s army. Jewish merchants saw 
opportunities unavailable in Europe. Immigrants 
imagined the possibility of belonging within a 
new kind of nation.  

Dan Tadmor describes this as one of the central 
pillars of American Jewish history --  
after two thousand years of marginalization, Jews 
arrived in a country where they could flourish 
and contribute openly to public life.  

That promise, however imperfectly realized, 
remains at the center of the exhibition’s message. 

Why the Story Matters Now 

Throughout the discussion, the speakers 
repeatedly connect the exhibition to 
contemporary concerns: rising antisemitism, 
polarization, debates over national identity, and 
simplistic narratives about who belongs in 
American history 

Leibman argues that showing the internal 
diversity of Jewish life helps challenge modern 
stereotypes that portray Jews as politically or 
culturally uniform. We are a diverse people, and 
the exhibition honors our complexity.  

In doing so, The First Salute gives a deeper 
understanding of the American Revolution. It 
proposes a broader understanding of the 
American founding itself — one shaped not only 
by famous statesmen and battlefield victories, but 
also by immigrants, merchants, refugees, and 
people navigating multiple identities across a 
rapidly changing Atlantic world. 
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References for “The First Salute” 

The First Salute 

The Weitzman's landmark exhibition marking America’s 250th will take you on 
an adventure through America’s fight for freedom as you’ve never seen it 
before—where Jewish faith, courage, and persecution collided on the high seas to 
change the course of history. 

https://theweitzman.org/exhibitions/first-salute/ 

Laura A. Leibman, historian and author and on the faculty at Princeton 
University. She has written extensively about early Jewish immigration to the 
Americas and co-edited “Jews Across the Americas: A Sourcebook, 1492-
Present.”  

https://www.lauraleibman.com/ 
https://www.lauraleibman.com/copy-of-once-we-were-slaves-new 

The digital connective tissue of the JewishCommunity: 70 Faces Media 
70 Faces Media is the largest and most diverse Jewish media organization in 
North America. Every day, millions of people turn to 70 Faces Media for trusted 
content and digital experiences that offer knowledge, connection, belonging and 
meaning — reflecting the full spectrum of Jewish life. 

https://70facesmedia.org/ 
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by Diane Goldin, Editor 
with assistance from ChatGPT, an AI language model developed by OpenAI

As the United States of America celebrates 
its semiquincentennial, many of us are 
reflecting on the people whose lives shaped 
our nation. This anniversary offers a 
unique opportunity to explore not only the 
history of our country but the stories of the 
families who helped build it.  And, for 
Jewish genealogists, we are reminded that 
our history in America stretches back long 
before the great waves of immigration from 
Eastern Europe in the late 1800s to the 
early 1920s. 

Jewish Life Before America Was America 

The first known Jewish settlers arrived in 
North America in 1654, when twenty-three 
refugees fleeing Portuguese persecution in 
Brazil landed in New Amsterdam, today's 
New York City. Their arrival came more 
than a century before the Declaration of 
Independence. By the time the American 
Revolution began, several Jewish 
communities had been established. 
Whether or not your ancestors lived in 
these places, knowing about these 

communities provides valuable context for 
the earliest chapters of Jewish life in 
America. 

Newport, Rhode Island 
The Symbol of Religious Freedom 

In the eighteenth century, Newport was one 
of the most important ports in North 
America. Its 
Jewish 
community, 
composed 
largely of 
Sephardic Jews 
with roots in 
Spain, Portugal, 
and the 
Caribbean, 
established what 
became one of 
America's most 
famous 
synagogues: 
Touro Synagogue.  

The story of Jewish America 
did not begin at Ellis Island. 

It began in colonial ports, 
trading houses, synagogues, 

and family homes more 
than a century before the 
United States was born. 

Toura Synagogue founded in 1654 

Colonial Jewish Cemetery of New England 
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Charleston, South Carolina 
The Capital of Early American Jewish Life 

By the early nineteenth century, Charleston 
was home to one of the largest Jewish 
populations in North America. The 
community included merchants, artisans, 
civic leaders, and religious innovators. 

Many Jewish families in Charleston 
maintained extensive kinship networks that 
stretched across the Caribbean, Europe, and 
other American cities, making the city 
especially rich for genealogical research. 

Savannah, Georgia 
A Community Founded by Immigrants 

In 1733, a group of Jewish settlers arrived 
in Savannah shortly after the colony itself 
was established. These settlers helped shape 
the city's commercial and civic life from its 
earliest years. 

Savannah's Jewish history reflects the 
diversity of colonial Jewish migration, with 
families arriving from England, Europe, 
and the Caribbean. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
A Center of Commerce and Community 

Philadelphia was one of colonial America's 
largest and most influential cities. Its Jewish 
residents participated actively in trade, 
finance, and civic affairs. 

The city was home to important Jewish 
leaders, who balanced religious identity 
with participation in the broader American 
society. 

New York City, New York 
Where Jewish America Began 

Many historians trace the beginning of 
organized Jewish life in North America to 
the arrival of twenty-three Jewish refugees 
in New Amsterdam in 1654. 

Over time, New York became the largest 
Jewish community in the colonies and 
eventually in the nation. The city's Jewish 
population included merchants, traders, 
craftsmen, and community leaders whose 

descendants spread throughout the United 
States. 

Looking Beyond the Big Five 

These communities were connected by 
family, commerce, and faith. For 
genealogists, this means that a 
breakthrough may come not from 
searching where an ancestor lived, but 
from investigating the connections between 
communities. Though small in number, 
they established the places future Jewish 
immigrants would rely on to build their 
lives in America.  

Even if your ancestors arrived much later, 
researching the communities they joined 
can provide valuable context for 
understanding their lives. 

Notable Early American Jews 

When we think about Jewish genealogy, 
many of us begin with grandparents or 
great-grandparents who arrived through 
Ellis Island or other ports.  

Yet Jewish history in America reaches back 
more than 350 years. The following 
individuals helped shape both Jewish life 
and the early United States, leaving legacies 
that continue to inspire researchers today. 
A few notable early Jewish Americans:  

“To bigotry no sanction,  
to persecution no assistance.” 

Written in 1790 by George Washington to 
the Jewish congregation of Newport, R.I. 
His words remain a defining statement 

about religious liberty in American history.
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Haym Salomon (1740–1785) 
The Revolutionary Financier 

Born in Poland, Haym 
Salomon immigrated to 
New York and became one 
of the most important 
financial supporters of 
the American Revolution. 
A skilled broker and 

businessman, he helped 
raise funds for the 

Continental Army and provided 
loans to key leaders of the independence 
movement. 

Rebecca Gratz 
(1781–1869) 

A Pioneer of 
Jewish 
Philanthropy 

Born in 
Philadelphia 
shortly after the 
Revolution, 
Rebecca Gratz became one of America's 
most influential Jewish women. She 
established educational programs, 
charitable organizations, and social services 
that helped both Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities. 

Gratz advocated for Jewish education at a 
time when preserving Jewish identity in 
America presented unique challenges. 

Judah Touro 
(1775–1854) 
The Merchant 
Who Gave Back 

Born in Newport, 
Rhode Island, 
Judah Touro 
became a 

successful merchant in New Orleans and 
one of the nation's most generous 
philanthropists. 

His donations supported synagogues, 
hospitals, orphanages, schools, and civic 
projects across the United States. 
Remarkably, his philanthropy crossed 
religious boundaries, benefiting both 
Jewish and Christian institutions. 

Gershom Mendes Seixas 
(1745–1816) 
America's First Patriot Rabbi 

Known as the "Patriot Rabbi," 
Seixas served Congregation 
Shearith Israel in New York 
during the Revolutionary era. 

When the British occupied 
New York, he refused to 
remain under British rule and 
relocated with many members of his 
congregation. After the war, he became a 
respected voice for religious liberty and 
helped shape American Jewish communal 
life. 

Francis Salvador (1747–1776) 
The First Jewish Patriot to Die for 
Independence 

Born in London to a Sephardic family, 
Francis Salvador settled in South Carolina 
and became the first known Jew elected to 
public office in the American colonies. 

During the Revolutionary War, he joined 
local militia forces and was killed in 1776 
while defending frontier settlements. He is 
often remembered as the first Jewish 
American to die in support of the 
revolutionary cause. 
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While famous names help illuminate the 
past, genealogy teaches us that history is 
built not only by leaders, merchants, and 
philanthropists, but also by ordinary 
people: the shopkeepers of Charleston; the 
traders of Newport; the peddlers of 
Philadelphia; the parents who preserved 
family traditions and taught Jewish values 
with a freedom that is intertwined in the 
story of America.  

Hopefully this inspired you to revisit 
familiar records with fresh eyes. Consider 
how they might reveal your ancestors’ 
participation in their new communities, the 
business dealings they had in other cities, 
and the network of relatives spread across 
the land.  

For generations of Jewish immigrants 
arriving from Europe, the Middle East, 
North Africa, and elsewhere, America 
offered opportunities that had been denied 
their ancestors for centuries. 

When I attended summer camp in 
the 1970s, my session song was to 
the tune of “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.”  Its opening lyrics went 
like this: 

“I’m a Jew  
and I’m a Yankee, 

add Red to my  
Blue and White!” 

Those words resonated then and 
now. I am proud of being an 
American, and grateful for the haven 
it provided my ancestors.  

In researching this issue, I revisited 
records and people I’d once 
considered brick-walls. To my great 
surprise, I uncovered an unknown 
great uncle and information about 
my grandfather’s family I never 
expected to discover. The facts 
deepen my understanding of my 
American Jewish history. I hope to 
share it in a future issue of this 
newsletter.  

In the meantime, I’d like to invite you 
to submit your American Jewish 
story.  As we celebrate the nation’s 
semiquincentennial, our family 
stories can reflect a larger historical 
journey, from restrictions and 
uncertainty to greater security and 
possibility in America. 

Send submissions to *Diane Goldin 
newslettereditor@jgscv.org 

* happy to assist
placement of visual aids

A CALL FOR YOUR  

AMERICAN JEWISH STORY 
from newsletter editor,  

Diane Goldin 
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ONLINE RESOURCES 

The following are recognized resources for early Jewish life in America. Whether you're just beginning your 
family history journey or looking to deepen your understanding of colonial Jewish communities, these titles offer 

an excellent foundation. 

BOOKS RESOURCES 

Jonathan D. Sarna  

American Judaism: A History 

Hasia R. Diner  

The Jews of the United States, 1654–2000 

- Engaging overviews of how Jewish life

developed in America.

Jacob Rader Marcus: The Jews of Colonial 

America and The Jews of Early America  

- Marcus remains the foundational

historian for families who arrived before 
the major Eastern European immigration 
wave.

Malcolm H. Stern 

First American Jewish Families: 600 

Genealogies, 1654–1988  

- Essential reference for families who

arrived before the major Eastern

European immigration wave.

Emily Garber (our August speaker!) and Dan 

Rottenberg 

Finding Our Fathers: A Guidebook to Jewish 

Genealogy 

- Although not specifically about colonial

America, one of the finest guides to

Jewish family history

American Jewish Archives 

Probably the finest resource devoted to early American 

Jewish history. Their Colonial Jews collection includes 

articles on the first Jewish settlers, colonial 

congregations, religious liberty, and digitized historical 

documents. It is an excellent starting point for readers 

interested in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

JewishGen – Jewish American History 

A wonderful gateway for genealogists. Rather than 

focusing on one topic, it curates links to timelines, 

digital books, military records, and scholarly articles 

about Jewish life in early America.  

Jewish Virtual Library – Jews in America 

One of the easiest places to learn about colonial Jewish 

communities, immigration waves, population history, 

and important historical figures. It is especially useful 

for readers who want concise overviews before diving 

into more detailed books.  

The Weitzman National Museum of American 

Jewish History 

Excellent website for understanding Jewish life from the 

colonial period through the present. 

 

American Jewish Historical Society 

The oldest Jewish historical organization in the 

United States. Their collections include 

manuscripts, family papers, synagogue records, 

photographs, and exhibitions documenting more 

than 350 years of Jewish life in America. 

Center for Jewish History 

An outstanding portal to millions of archival 

records from multiple Jewish historical 

organizations. Especially valuable for advanced 

researchers. 

 

 

Wonderful "Rabbit Holes" 

Spend an afternoon exploring: 

• The First Jewish Americans – Virtual

Tour – An online version of the celebrated

exhibition from the New-York Historical

Society, focusing on the earliest Jewish

settlers and their contributions to colonial

America.

• American Jewish Historical Society –

"Jews in Early America" lecture – A

recorded lecture introducing the first

Jewish colonists and their role in early

American society.
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10 Genealogy Records to Search  
During America’s 250th Birthday Year 

America’s 250th anniversary is a perfect time to look for the documents that connect your 
family story to the larger American story. 

1. Naturalization records
Look for declarations of intention, petitions, and certificates of citizenship.

2. Passenger manifests
These may reveal hometowns, relatives, destinations, and travel companions.

3. Federal census records
Track addresses, occupations, family members, languages, and immigration status.

4. State census records
Some states collected details between federal census years.

5. Military records
Search Revolutionary War, Civil War, World War I, World War II, and draft registration
records.

6. City directories
These can place ancestors in a specific city,
neighborhood, occupation, or business.

7. Synagogue records
Membership lists, marriage records, memorial
books, and newsletters may contain family clues.

8. Cemetery records
Headstones may include Hebrew names, fathers’
names, birthplaces, and dates.

9. Newspaper archives
Search for obituaries, wedding announcements, business ads, community news, and
legal notices.

10. Local histories and anniversary books
County histories, synagogue jubilee books, and community publications often preserve
names not found elsewhere.

Research tip: 

Start with one ancestor and one 
question, for example: 

When did my great-grandmother 
become a citizen?  

A focused question helps make the 
search less overwhelming and far 

more productive. 
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Jewish Genealogical Society of the Conejo Valley and 

Ventura County (JGSCV)  

A member of the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS) 

www.JGSCV.org  

2026 Membership/Renewal Form 
Dues paid now are good through December 2026 

Date 

Check one: This is a New Membership . Renewal 

Check one: Individual $25.00  or Family $30.00 
Family is defined as two people living in the same household. 

Name     Telephone (    )  

Mailing Address  

City   Zip  State 

E-mail address

Talents that you might share with JGSCV (accounting skills, translation or language skills, (please specify)

computer tech, library maven, greeter, other.)  

Known areas of research? 

Pay by:   

PayPal to membership@jgscv.org and mail this form 

to or  

Check payable to JGSCV and mail it WITH this form to 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 

Return or email this form to Steve Feldman membership@jgscv.org (address above) 

Steve Feldman, Membership  
1535 Rugby Circle  
Thousand Oaks CA 91360 
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